Hi there!

You might be wondering:
Who is this person?

And why is she just
hanging out in the ocean

Yeah, what're
you doing in my
backyard:s

My name is Maris, and To understand WHY
| am the author and illustrator I'm chillin’ with this coral reef,

of Coral Reefs. we have to go back in time...

; , / / ¢ oh!
l—rllg#alcmrth? ‘ ) | like birlne
or o i travel!
\ that book/




From a young age, | had an [ love you, Mr.
obvious love of tﬁe ocean. Horseshoe Crab.

The snails are
my fwiends.

...and | had a hard time keeping
my excitement to myself.

F ove . BB YOU GUYS, | SAW
¢ FLOUNDER! ( A FLOUNDER!!]

Fast-forward a bit— l've graduated college (for illustration*),
and | find myself working a lot of environmental education jobs:

Who wants to learmn Who wants bo_ Who wants to look
about apples? play with blocks:

/4 & /.

for types of lichen?

LN
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3 /
CAM :)

(orchard tour guide (educator at (art and nature teacher
at an apple farm) a children’s museum) at wilderness camp)

* This is often the variety show of occupations that one with a BFA in illustration holds.



Recognizing WHY and
HOW we protect and preserve our
environment is just as important
to us as it is to the animals
that live there.

| can only hope that
the Coral Reers book...
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On a global level, we all live
in the same place—Earth!

Snalls are
awesome/

...or my interactions with
visitors will spark an interest
in how totally awesome
our planet is...

Perhaps my story
will even inspire you
fisit a coal reef




The orly way we \
can stay warm is by
burring what others
: left behind.

So stick to
what’s importart and
finish breaking down

3 those tables.

Not by relying on
this dead planet.

Yes,
professor. ..

If | krew more about volcarioes ard
how to tak about them, thert the
professor would have to listan.

Hmph! She doesH't
understand! There really
are openings int the Earth )
that let heat escape.

| want to
learrt more...

Volcaroes are very rea and have
existed on this planet since it was
formed, but humars have rot always
o e urderstood what they were...

Y] --.or what caused them.

1 Take Mt. Etna, for instarce.
| It's the tallest active volcaro
in Europe. It's bullt up in

layers of ash and lava and is
krowr as a stratovolcaro.
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A The volcarologist’s lab is the

| volcario itself! They study how
| volcaroes work and how volcarioes [
- | change the shape of the plaret.

Nolcaroes pump out carbon dioxide (CO.),
sulfur dioxide (S0.), and hydrogen
sulfide (M.S) amorigst obher gasses,
rore of which are good to breathe/!

Thelr work can be very dangerous! | /-«
Some volcarologists gather gas |
samples from heated verts called
fumeroles to see what volcaroes

are pumpirg out.

T ST TN e They take lava samples to see
= e e s e hOW runny (viscous) & is and
= | what its composition is.

j

Lava can have a temperature
of around 700 to 1,200
tegrees Celcius, so gelting | /
close to it is Ho joke. W/
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