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Let Me EXPLAIN What
YOUR RIGHTS MEAN!

I am fed up with hearing 50 many people talk about “Freedom of
Speech™ without understanding what those words mean, apparently.
They get offended by some : that someone else says, and talk
about the government needing to get involved. Or they say something
offensive themselves, and insist that any negative fallowt that resulis
is somehow a violation of their right 1o free speech. And listen, if
there’s anyone that understands the basic concept of “ne
fallow™ it"s me, who spent yvears as Public Enemy Number One while
that musclebound oaf in the cape was still around. But he’s not around
anymaore, so | guess it falls (o me to set the record straight here
Freadom of Speech is not Freedom from Consequences

It's simple, really. The first amendment says you can say (or write, or
publish ) whatever vou want, and the govermment can’'t censor you o
pul vou in jail. That's it. But if there are negative conséquences Lo
what vou say or write or publish, you're on yvour own, So il you say
something offensive and lose your job as a result, start looking for a
new one, and stop crving that your freedom of speech has been
vinlated, And if someone else says something that vou find offensive,
your can ignore them, or complain to their emplovers, or organize a
protest, but vou CAN'T ask the government 1o do anything about it

(But the first person who inststs that it°s necessary to tolerate intolerance
or any kind of nonsense like that gets hit with LA VAL Silencer ry..)
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"TAKEN TOGETHER (THE CMAA'S NEW) PROVISIONS CONSTITUTE THE MOST
SEVERE SET OF PRINCIPLES FOR ANY COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA IN USE TODAY,
RESTRICTING THE USE OF MANY TYPES OF MATERIAL PERM/TTED BY THE MOTION
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\\ PICTURE CODE AND THE CODES FOR THE TELEVISION AND RADIO INDUSTRIES.”
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IN ADDITION TO PREDICTABLE BANS ON
DEPICTIONS OF SEX, DRUGS AND VIOLENCE,
THE CMAA CONTENT CODE ALSO PROHIBITED

THE USE OF THE WORDS “CRIME,"”

“WORROR" AND “TERROR" N TITLES...

BUT THIS
WHOLE !@#s7%!
THING WAS
MYy IDEA!!!

THAT'S
FPAYBACK
FOR YA,
TuBBY!

...EFFETIVELY
KILLING EC'S
‘WEW TREND"
LINE, WHICH HAD
ALL THOSE WORDS
IN ITS TITLES!

MANY IN THE EC CAMP BELIEVED GOLDWATER HAD IT /N
FOR BILL BECAUSE OF THE MAD PARODY OF ARCHIE THAT
DEPICTED THE RIVERDALE GANG AS MERCILESS JUVIES.

BLUNTLY TOLD BY HIS
DISTRIBUTORS THEY
WOULD NOT CARRY ANY
EC TITLE WITHOUT THE
CMAA SEAL OF
APPROVAL, GAINES
ATTEMPTED A "NEW
DIRECTION” OF TAMER,
CODE-APPROVED TITLES,
BUT THEY STRUGGLED
MISERABLY.

IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR THE SEAL, COMICS STORIES HAD TO
F/RST BE SENT TO THE CMAA OFFICES, WHERE A CRACK SQUAD OF
RETIRED SCHOOLTEACHERS WOULD RUTHLESSLY INSPECT THEM FOR
ANYTHING OBJECTIONABLE.

PUBLISHERS FREQUENTLY
FOUND THE CENSORS'
REQUESTED CHANGES

ARBITRARY AND 8/ZARRE .

ATLAS EDITOR STAN LEE TELLS OF
BEING BAFFLED WHEN THE CODE
OFFICE REJECTED AN ISSUE OF
K/D COLT, OUTLAW FOR BEING
‘70O VIOLENT"...

...WHEN HE ASKED WAY, HE WAS

TOLD IT WAS BECAUSE TOO MUCH

SMOKE CAME OUT OF THE HERO'S
SIX-GUN WHEN HE F/RED IT.
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