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STORY & ART BY DAVID PETERSEN
PERFORMED BY THE APPLEKETTLE PUPPET TROUPE

All across the Mouse Territories. its residents .struggfe to
prosper amongst harsh weather conditions and pret{ufum.
A group uf Jel}[m. cloaked mice, called the Mouse Guard.
putru[ the open couniry between cities and towns, aHnming
the common mice not just fo suroive. but thrive. It takes a

mouse o_‘f greui character to serve in this way, iﬁaugﬁ tﬁeg
nﬁen come frnm humble Bﬂginning.r_.
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OUR. TALE BEGINS SEASONS AGO, AS BALDWIN. A YOUNG SUCH THINGS DID NOT SWAY
MOUSE ARRIVED AT A TOWN SAID TO BE CURSED. CARVED BALDWIN THOUGH. AND HE
OVER THE GATES WERE THE WORDS "EVIL PREVAILS". AND 50 THOUGHT THIS TOWN TO BE
THE MICE THERE BELIEVED THIS TO BE TRUE. ANY SAD EVENT A PERFECT PLACE TO SETTLE

OR TRAGEDY GAVE THE SAYING FURTHER CREDENCE AND START HIS LIFE.



HE BECAME A HARVESTER. COLLECTING GRAIN
WITH GARNER. A MOUSE WHO HAD REAPED
THE LAND § SEED SINCE HE WAS A YOUNGFUR.

MIDWAY THROUGH THAT FALL'S HARVEST GARNER SHIVERED IN
FRIGHT. FOR A GOOSE WAS GOBBLING THE FOOD NEEDED TO
KEEP THE TOWN ALIVE OVER THE WINTER. WHILE THE GRAIN WAS
STILL ON THE SHAFT. BALDWIN SUGGESTED RINGING THE LARGE

TOWN BELL IN HOPES OF FRIGHTENING THE HUNGRY FOWL AWAY.
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BUT GARNER ADVISED IT
WAS BEST TO DO NOTHING,
AS THE SOUND OF THAT BELL
LURED LARGER PREDATORS
WHO WOULD EITHER EAT
MORE GRAIN THAN THE
GOOSE OR EAT THEM.
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