Barnaby and

Mr O’Malley

CROCKETT JOHNSON




Dear Reader,
CUSHLAMOCHREE!

Simply put, if you've never read BARNABY, you are in for

a treat. If the strip looks familiar and you can’t place why,
it's probably because after BARNABY, creator Crockett
Johnson went on fo create one of the most successful and
beloved children’s book series of all time, HAROLD AND
THE PURPLE CRAYON. And yes, Harold is a dead-ringer
for Barnaby. But the similarities mostly end there, aside from
Johnson’s enduring wit and genius.

Johnson created the comic strip BARNABY for over ten
years (1942 to 1952). Fantagraphics is proud to present the long-awaited
and complete BARNABY in five annual volumes beginning this summer.

The strip is named after the precocious five-year-old Barnaby Baxter, and fol-
lows his adventures along with his fairy godfather, Jackeen J. O’Malley (that's
Mr. O’Malley to you), and the strip’s timeless cast of colorful elves, ghosts,
lions, gnomes and more.

Mr. O'Malley has been described as a character to live with the Mad Hatter,
the White Rabbit, and all other great creatures of fantasy. In the comics, his
only comparable is E.C. Segar’s J. Wellington Wimpy (the two shared a love
for a good cigar — usually filched from somebody else). He is a pompous,
bumbling fast-talker, the very Essence of Things That Go Wrong. His grasp of
magic is usually specious at best, and usually aided by the fine fellows of The
Elves, Leprechauns, Gnomes, and Little Men’s Chowder & Marching Society.
He is, in other words, a sheer delight.

Without further adieu, please enjoy this selection of BARNABY strips, includ-
ing the very first two strips from April, 1942, as well as a sequence from
January and February, 1943, featuring “Gus, the Ghost” and and the first-
half of “The Hot Coffee Ring”! For the second half, look for BARNABY Vol. 1

in comic shops this summer!

—Ed.
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BARNABY BAXTER
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MR. O’MALLEY BARNABY’S POP BARNABY’S MOM
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LAUNCELOT McSNOYD JANE SCHULTZ GORGON
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GUS THE GHOST THE LION ATLAS THE GIANT

... and many more!



“A bright star shone outside the
castle window and the Prince’s
Fairy Godmother appeared . . .”

Fairy Godmother, eh?]

[She waved her magic wand and

said, ‘Your wish is granted.' “

Very neat! ... I don't
suppose l've gof a
Fairy Godmother?

By any chance?

No, m sure there aren’t
any Fairy Godparents
taking care of you,
Barnaby ... Sometimes

I wizh there were.
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What this house needs
is a couple of good
Fairy Godmothers...
Anyway, | wish ..

Hey!

SON

A bright star shone outside the
castle window and the Prince’ s
Falry Godmorher appeared ..

tghf ouf of the
book! A beautiful
Fairy Godmother!

|

[

Cushlamochree! Broke my magic
wand! You wished for a Godparent
who could grant wishes?

2 | April 20 & 21, 1942

Lucky boy! Yourwish is granted!
I'm your Fairy Godfather.

CROCKETT |
JOHNSOM
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1
E-Iello, Barnaby. It was there

again tonight! That light!
I saw it as | flew over here!

Gosh, Mr. O’Malley
Nobody lives in that

old ruined house.

Copyright 1943 Field Publications 1419

Intriguing ... Gloomy old mansion...
Dark night . . . Eerie lights flashing
inthe window ... Wind howling ...
Just the sort of thing your Fairy
Godfather finds irresistible . . . Il
have to solve this mystery, m'boy.

N

1]

I suppose you're eager fo come
along and be my Doctor Watson
while l investigate the dark and
sinister forces at work there . ..

)]

You're going into that old
haunted house? Tonight?

Oh, not tonight, Barnaby.
Tomorrow. In the middle
of the afternoon. #f it's
a nice sunshiny day . ..

CROCKRETT
JONNSO

Mom...Isit all right for me to kind of look But you stay away f,c,!, it...lI¥stoo That's right... i you're curious about V
around in that haunted house up the road? far, for one thing, and if you prowl it you can investi .
) » TOF O P gate it when some Okay, Mr. O'Mall
AN around in a ramshackle building by older, responsible person is with you ay, Mr. O’Malley. Mom
- . ’ . says | can ith
, The Jackson place? It's yourself, you'll fall and get hurt ... p y go with you.
- — not haunted, Barnaby. \
| People say that about all — I wouldn't go — N
> old deserted buildings. ) > by myself, Mom. Sure...lwouldn't go
N except with a very 7
e— responsible person . ..
N
T = (NI | =T
= ' L —_— . Sg?‘ﬂ(seo‘(’;r/ Copyright 1943 Field Publications
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Hello Jane. My Fairy Godfather and
I are on our way to a haunted house!

"

AN

rAl

Is that what he works
at? Haunting houses?
Y

Of course I don’t work at haunting
houses, little gitl . . .1 don’t work at
anything. I'm, er, retired. Not that
all my humanitarian and scientific
interests don’t keep me occupied ...

Copyright 1943 Field Publications

Do you really believe in
ghosts, Mr. O'Malley?

Well, not all ghosts ... .
Depends on the ghost.

I knew a ghost once .. . Nice, honest, ;
sincere fellow. Talented, too. Very

talented. Last time | saw him was
at the pastrami counter in Lindy's

old place on Broadway. He had just
opened in Hamlet. Rave reviews . ..

January 21 & 22, 1943

And at present | am engaged in a
mission fraught with danger—an
investigation of a curious psychic

phenomenon in a haunted house.

going right up to the

Mr.O'Malley is actually
frontdoorandgoiin...
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That old house up the road?
The front door’s stuck but

I can get in a back window.
Come on. I'll show you.

Those were the days when producers
were striving for realism in the theater.
... And somebody hit on the terrific idea
of doing the Dane with a real spectre!

What's he talking
about, Barnaby?

Copyright 1943 Field Publications

AV

Soan actors agency got in
touch with my friend Gus
and, after a bit of trouble
with Equity, he was cast—

Here we are at the old
house, Mr. O'Malley.

CROCKETT
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